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Shellard Family Tree 

 

 

The Old Thatched Cottage, Frome Road – William and Esther Shellard 

 

I came across this old photo which a few decades ago my parents found interesting enough to scribble a few 
notes about. It is The Old Thatched Cottage, Frome Road. It was pulled down about 1908, although it looks in 
quite good condition since the photo was taken about that time. It is James Shellard's house (centre), his brother 
Bill Shellard is to the right. They are both stone masons. The girl on the left is his daughter Katie who married Len 



Chandler. The Shellard brothers were not part of the Tower House/Stoneleigh Shellards who owned quarries and 
developed Bloomfield Drive and Bloomfield Rise. James moved to Hubert Cottage, Bloomfield Road which I think 
is now called Mason's Cottage. There is a plaque to the old cottage on the house which replaced it. The plaque 
even has a sculpture of the Old Thatched Cottage!  

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Plaque commemorating the old thatched cottage    House today 

 

William and Esther Shellard [James’s parents] lived in the Thatched Cottage on Frome Road until their 
deaths.  William died in 1891 and his burial record gives his occupation as Road Foreman. Esther died in 1904. 
They had 8 children. The two that made the most impact on Odd Down were Henry who was their first son and 
went on to found a building and quarrying company. He built and lived in Rock View [now renamed the Tower 
House]. Their 6th child James was also a mason and lived in a house he built in Bloomfield Road - Hubert 
Cottage.  

Rock View, Bloomfield Road – Henry and Emily Shellard and then Henry and Anna Shellard 

 

Henry and Emily Shellard had 7 children. Emily died in 1883 just after the birth of her 7th child. Henry married 
Anna Maggs a year later in 1884. They had a further 2 children. 

 

 

 

 



James and Annie Shellard 

James Shellard was born in 1861 to William and Esther Shellard of the Thatched Cottage, Odd Down. He married 
Ann Maria Skuse in 1883. They lived in 3 Cresent Cottages until at least 1899. In 1897 James Shellard wrote a 
letter with an accompanying plan to Charles Fortune, The Bath City Surveyor. “Sir, I beg to hand you plans for a 
new cottage I propose building in Bloomfield - will you kindly obtain the necessary authority from your committee 
for so doing and will be obliged. Yours obediently James Shellard” A poor quality photograph of the plan is shown 
below together with a photograph of the application to join the sewer. When built he gave it the name of Hubert 
Cottage, you can still see the name today on the gateposts. The house was recorded as being occupied by 1901. 
James and Ann lived there until their deaths, James in 1932 and Ann in 1935.  

     

Plans for Hubert Cottage 

 

 

Hubert Cottage 2024 

 



Hubert was his son, born in 1891. James and Annie Shellard had 8 children – James, Frederick, Albert and Violet 
all died very young, possibly still born but all before the age of 2. Hubert, the only surviving son, was 23 at the 
outbreak of the 1914 - 1918 war. Hubert is an unusual name and so I am reasonably sure I have been able to 
trace him.  He appears to have married Agnes Wheeler in Wycombe in 1915. They had a daughter in 1916 who 
was born in Wycombe. After the war he appears to have returned to Bath where his son James was born in 1919. 
No trace of him and his family from then on, but a Hubert Shellard is recorded leaving for Canada in emigration 
lists.  

 

Another post reproduced a page from a 1986 era ‘Touch Down’ and recorded Katie Chandler’s [Beatrice Kate 
Shellard] memories and included a picture of her and her mother [Annie Skuse] in 1917. 

 

 


